
100 ST. LAURENCE, ll. [Aua; 10. 

AUGUST X. 

ST. LAD REN CE, .M. 
[.Prom St. Ambrose, De Offle. lib. i. c. 4.1, lib. ii. e. 48; 

the foo.r p&llJ!ltYrie& of St. Aumn, Serm. 802, 303, 304., 
SOil, besides ' four others in the Appendix to hill Ser
mona, and his seventy-two hom. in Joan., two under 
the name of St. Ambrose ; Prudent: hym. 2 de Cor. 
St. Leo, Serm. 83; St. Peter Chryso�. 'Serm. 135 ; St. 
Muimus Taruin. Serm. 56; St. Folgentius, &e. The 
Acts of St. Laurenee beiwt a modern compilation are 
not here made use of. See Tillemont.·t. iv.] 

A.D.21i8.
Ta:BRB a.re few martyrs in the ehurch 
whose na.mea are 80 famous as that· of the 
glorious St. L:aurenee, in whose prailJelJ the 
most _illustrious among the La.tin fathers 
ha_ve exerted their eloquence, and whose 
triumph, to use the words of St. Ma:x.imus, 
the whole church joins in a body to 
honour with univer�l joy and devotion. 
The ancient fathers make no mention of 
his birth or education,. but the Spaniards 
call him their COUlltryman� I(is extraor.
dinary virtue in his youth recommended 
him to St. Xystua, then archdeacon ol 
Rome, who took him under bis prot�tion, 
and would .be himself his instructor in the 
study of the holy scriptures, and in the 
muims of Christian perfection. St.Xyatus 
being �ised to the pontificate in 257, he 
ordained L/iurence deacon; and though he 
was yet yoU.11g, appointed him the first 
among the seven deacons who served in 
the . Roman Church;. hence by several 
fathers he is called the pQpe's archdeacon. 
This was a charge of great t�ust, to which 
was annexed the care �f the treasury and 
riches of the chQ.rch, and the distribution 
of its revenues among the poor. How 
faithful and disinterested our holy deacon 
was in the discharge of this important and 
difficult office appears from the aeq uel. 

The Emperor Valerian, through the per
suasion of Macrian, in 257, published his 
bloody edicts against the church, which 
he foolishly flattered himself he was able 

• to destroy, not knowing it to be the work
of the Almig-hty. That by cutting off the
shepherds he might disperse the flocks,
he commandf!d. all bishops, priests, and

deacons to be put to death without delay. 
The holy pope, St. Xystus, the second of 
that name, was apprehended the year 
following. Aa he was led to execution, 
his deacon, St. Laurence, followed him 
weeping; and judging himself ill-treated, 
because he was not to die with him, said 
to him, "Father, where are you going 
�thout your son P Whither are you going, 
0 .holy priest, without your' deacon P You 
were never wont to offer sacrifice without 
me, your minister. Wherein have I dis
pleased you P Have you found me want. 
iug to my duty P Try me now, and see, 
whether you have made choice of an unfit 
minister for dispensing the blood of the 
Lord." He could not, without an boly 
envy, behold his bjshop go to martyrdom, 
and himself left behind; and being in
flamed with a desire to die for Obrist, he 
burst into this complaint. From the love 
of God, and an earnest longing to be with 
Obrist, he contemned liberty and life, and 
thought of no other honour but that of 
suffering for his Lord. Hence he reputed 
the world as nothing, and accounted it hi!' 
happiness to leave it, that he might como 
to the enjoyment of his God; for this he 
grieved to see himself at liberty, waa 
desirous to be in chains, and was impatient 
for th-., rack. ·· The holy pope, at the sight 
of his grief, was moved to tenderness and 
compassion, and comforting him, he an
swered, "I do not leave you, my son; but 
a greater trial and a more glorious victory 
are reserved for you, who are stout and in 
the vigour of youth. We are spared on 
account of our weakness and old 11ge. 
You shall follow me in three days. He 
added a charge to distribute immediately 
among the poor, the treasures of tho 
church, which were committed to his care, 
lest the poor should be robbed· of their 
patrimony if it should fall into the hands 
of the pel'llecutors. · Laurence was full of 
joy, hearing that he should be so soon 
called to God, set out immediately to seek 
all the poor widows and orphans, and gave 
among th.em all the money which he had 
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